This pottery model of a horse and its rider
was made in Greece in about 600BC.

THE FIRST COLONIES

As early as 1000BC,
groups of people had
begun leaving the Greek
mainland, in search of new
land overseas. They were
driven by different things:
famines, struggles between
states, and overcrowding as the populamon grew.

The areas where these people settled, known as colonies, soon
grew into independent states. The first of
these, Ionia, was on the coast of Asia Minor
(now Turkey). Later groups settled all
around the Mediterranean, from France to
the Black Sea. The colonies wete often in
places with a natural port and good
farmland, where the locals were friendly.
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THE GRAIN TRADE

Many of the Greek cit
could not grow enough to
feed all their people, so
grain - mainly barley - was
the most crucial import.
Athens had to import as
much as two-thirds of all
its grain from abroad,
mostly from Greek
colonies around the
shores of the Black Sea.




