‘ | ANCIENT GREECE

THE BIRTH OF LITERACY

1e skills of reading and writing first

developed in Mesopotamia (in modern Iraq)
and Egypt, before 3000BC. Literacy helped
civilizations to develop because it allowed ,
rulers to keep records and pass messages, — |
helping them to organize large societies and
develop trading links with other peoples.
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page 31). The new examples of Greek literature.
e T |
l script contained HOMER
fewer letters than o
1 previous scripts, Little is known about
~which made it much — Homer’s life, 4 z
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For links to websites where you can learn how to speak
like an ancient Greek and translate Greek names in an

/ = online game, go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com

This Roman bust of
Left: some of the letters from Homer is based on
the new Greek alphabet

a Greek original.




