ANCIENT GREECE

TALKING TO THE GODS

he Greeks held festivals at various
times right through the year, to pay

respect to their gods, and persuade them iois sl

to grant people’s wishes, such as ' iz:ﬂuzs v;att:'rw

providing a good harvest, or winning a BEhL

victory in war. Festivals were much more :::z:se i;; is

than just religious ceremonies: plays, o en froot S

music, dancing, athletic events and good Zv’e;; B ,t’he

food played a large part too. Some were arnench

small local events, but others drew
crowds from miles around. _
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Y THE GREAT FESTIVAL OF ATHENE

One of the most important dates in the Greek
calendar was the Panathenaea, the festival helq

g

) in Athens for Athene, patron goddess of the city,
\ It took place each year, in the Greek mon,
\ of Hekatombion (July/August), but every
T omer SR four years, it was celebrated on a
o a CreekVae \ much grander scale. Then, it lasted
painting, is bringing six whole days and was known as
: offerings'oian alta \ the Great Panathenaea

The celebrations began with
music and singing, followed by
athletic competitions, called the

Panathenaic Games. The
winners were presented with
pots of the finest olive oil,
from Athene’s sacred olive
tree. A grand procession led

; up to the Acropolis, where
100 cattle were slaughtered as
an offering, and a magnificent

T

new dress was draped around
the statue of the goddess.
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For a link to a website where you can
have a look at the sacred site of Delphi
go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com
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