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used by Etruscan traders to
cross the Tiber, and experts
believe that around 600BC
the Etruscans took control of
the city. Under the Etruscans,
Rome grew into an
impressive city with
a public square
surrounded by
temples, a proper
drainage system and
huge defensive walls to
protect it.
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The Etruscans traded with
the Greeks in southern Italy,
and adopted the Greek
alphabet, which they passed
on to the Romans. They were
also highly skilled artists, who
created elaborate sculptures
in bronze and terracotta,
and decorated the walls
of their tombs with
brightly painted frescoes.

Many of the things wWe think
of as typically Roman were
actually inherited from the
Etruscans. They enjoyed
chariot races and gladiator
fights, built arches, aqueducts
and sewers, and invented the
toga. They also played a part
in shaping the early
government of Rome.
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