GETTING STARTED

At first, the Republic wasn't
strong enough to defeat the
~mountain tribes by itself and
was forced to accept the help
of a group of Latin cities,
known as the Latin League.
By 400BC, Rome was the
leading city in the League, and
he Republic had doubled in
ize. Soon, the Romans began
xpanding to the north as
vell, defeating the nearby
truscan city of Veii in 396BC,

ROME UNDER ATTACK
\

Then, disaster struck, An army
of Gauls - a Celtic tribe from
central Europe - swept south
through Italy and defeated the
Romans in a fierce hattle at
the Allia river, 1n 390BC, the
Gauls attacked Rome, burned
most of its buildings to the
ground, and besieged the
Capitol Hill - the religious
heart of the city.
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Here you can see an

an soldiers, woken
cackling of geese, rus/ -
0 defend the Capitol.

R
According to -
legend, the

Gauls tried to crecp
up on the Capitol late
one night, but they

disturbed some geese that
were kept at one of the

temples. The cackling gees
woke the Romans just in time.
The Capitol was besieged fo
seven months, and when th
Gauls eventually moved awa
they left the city in ruins.
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