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FIRE! FIRE!

Most Romans lived in flimsy
apartment blocks heated by
metal braziers filled with
burning wood. Fire was a
constant danger, so Augustus
organized groups of
firefighters - called vigiles - to
tackle blazes in the city. But,
equipped only with buckets
of water and basic hand
pumps, the vigiles couldn't
cope with the largest fires.
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In AD6G4, Rome was devastated
by the worst fire in its history.
Only four of the city’s fourteen
districts were left undamaged,
and three were completely
burned to the ground. At the
time, many Romans blamed the
Emperor Nero for starting the
fire so that he could build
himself a vast palace in the
ruins of the city. Nero was said
to have sung and played his
lyre as he watched Rome burn,
but in fact he may have tried

to help put out the fires.
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