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y A stone carving showing a Roman tax collector at work:

~ CITIZENS OF THE EMPIRE
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The Ronlgis collected taxe In 89BC, .ge Romans al}»oy;gie " ;

from all ,"er the empire, but 'anyoq_%lg'mg inItaly to
people in the provinces‘»ihad " become a Roman citizen. Some
to pay much more ’tha_dr_;é{thqse _ provincial leaders were also
who lived in Italy. At first, ~given this privilege, but _ino§f

- the money was collected by  people in the provinces were
tax collectors, but :?flény of still classed asﬁlon—citizensf.

~ these men were corrupt and
kept lots of money for
themselves. So the Emperor
Augustus put the local
governors in charge of tax

collection.

|mperial messengers
were sometimes attacked
by rebels from native

tribes. Here, you can

see a messenger being
ambushed by warriors. /
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- ” The taxes helped to pay /,('//
W s for the army and for public o
i 9 buildings, such as bath-
) w\ houses and aqueducts.
% - All this was very

expensive and,

g
Aurelius once had to
sell some of his own
furniture to raise funds.
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