ROMAN WORLD

CRIME AND PUNISHMEN

veryone in the empire had to obey the

Roman laws, and these were usually very
strict. People who committed crimes were
punished severely, to try to discourage other
people from breaking the law. The poor
received particularly brutal punishm
which were often carried ou )
rich and important citizens
treated less harshly,.

When someone was fi
guilty of a crime, the j
decided what the puni
should be. Wealthy Ro
who hadn’t paid debts
were often given huge
If they couldn’t pay u
lost their property and
citizenship. Other weal
criminals were exiled
parts of the empire an
forbidden to come ho

Many poor people we:
slaves, forced to work
deep underground, or
into the arena to fight
gladiators. Some p
were even worse, and

clothes to make the jury feel
sorry for them.

This is a Sculpture of Cicero, the most
famous of all Roman lawyers, His style of
speaking and writing was imitated for
centuries after his death,
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