THE MESOPOTAMIAN WORLD

TRADING AND CONQUERING
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route to the west. But some rulers had
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Map showing where the peoples mentioned
here lived.

THE CANAANITES

Along the east coast of the
Mediterranean, people
known as Canaanites lived

in small kingdoms. They were

rich traders, and sold huge
amounts of timber, as well as
wine and olive oil. They were
also skilled craftsmen, who
were famous for their

exquisitely carved ivory and a

purple dye for cloth, which was

incredibly expensive and
treasured by foreign kings.

Because they were so wealthy.
and lived at the crossroads
between Africa and Asia, the
Canaanites were often under
threat from people who wanted
their riches and their land.
Eventually, around 1550BC, the
Egyptians conquered them and
ruled them for about 300 years.




