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Death wag commonplace in

3 Roman familjes. Many women

S ‘(““4 died in childbirth, and lots of
.y

ne N diseases that are curable today
y were fatal in Roman times,

When an important Roman

o8 ] died, the body was washed
Gt i and covered in oil. If the

It
welfﬂ;aweddmgs. person was a senator, he was
Rom

dressed in his official robes,
Then, the body lay on display
for several days, so visitors
could pay their last respects.

ioht before her wgdding,

4 mie offered her childhood
lhtj h[g the gods at the

o hold shrine. The nexF
B she was dressed in a
n?o‘r(zl?ﬁr;ic. a saffron-yellow
:klvlz]ak and shoes, and a ﬂame-re
red veil. On her head, she Wli)

2 garland of flowers. Wher} tde
bridegroom and gu§§ts amvde .
an animal was sacrlflcgd and a
priest examined its insides to
find out if the gods approved of
the marriage.

Then, the marriage contract was
read and signed - this gave
details of the dowry to be paid
by the bride’s father to the
groom. The bride and groom
joined hands and made
their vows. After a
party at the house
of the bride’s
family, the bride
and groom led a
procession of
flute-players and
torch-bearers to the
groom’s house. The
groom carried his
bride over the
threshold, and the
couple began their
life together.
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On the day of the funeral
the body was carried in a‘
Procession to the forum
hoere a speech wag mz;de
In praise of the dead
person. The body was then
either buried Or cremated,
It was against the law to
bury a person’s body or
ashes inside the city, so
Roman tombs were always
built outside the city walls,

When a body was Cremated,
the ashes were placed in an
urn like this before being
taken to the family tomb.
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