PHOENICIAN PURPLE

Around 1100BC, groups of
Canaanites who lived in the
great northern ports became
mdependent from the
Egwvptians. These people are
own as Phoenicians, from a
sreek word for purple - a
seference to their famous dye.

The Phoenicians made writing
‘:chr by inventing the
forerunner of the alphabet we
Bse Od.l\‘ They also built a
=t of warships which were
ssed by all the great empires
that later conquered them.

THE HEBREWS

Sccording to the Bible, the
:——"‘c“ S, or Jews, were
srginally nomads who
wmandered around the edges of
Mesopotamia’s fertile farming

i After a long stay in Egypt,
they escaped to Canaan around
1250BC. About 200 years later,
ey formed a kingdom.

The Temple was built of limestone.

Wimg Solomon built a magnificent
s=mpie in Jerusalem. This cutaway
mcure shows how it =

might have looked.

Porch
Sromze pillar

Offerings of
grain were

burned on
th/s altar.

The Hebrew kingdom flourished
under the kings Saul, David and
Solomon, but was eventually
split into two parts. The north
was known as Israel, and the
south was called Judah. Israel
was later overthrown by the
Assyrians, and Judah was
conquered by the Babylonians.

The walls were lined

Lebanon.
Lol

Inside it were stone slabs carved with the

The Phoenicians were known for their fine
glass, such as these perfume bottles
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For links to websites where you can
explore exhibits with information about
the Phoenicians and the Canaanites,
go to www.usborne-quicklinks.com
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This box was called the Ark of the Covenant.

Once a year, the High Priest
.. with cedarwood from came into this room, known as
the Holy of Holies.

The walls were
covered with gold.

Storerooms for
treasure

The ark was guarded by
two golden statues.

sacred laws known as the Ten Commandments.




