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THE MYSTERY OF NABONIDUS

The last king of the Neo-Babylonian empire
was called Nabonidus. He was an eccentric
man, and some of his enemies claimed he was
insane. When a famine hit Babylon, Nabonidus
left the city and fled into the desert. He stayed
away for ten years, and nobody is sure why.

By the time Nabonidus returned, it was all
over. The Persians had been growing in
strength, and in 539BC they took control of
Babylon. But they treated the Babylonians
with respect, unlike previous foreign rulers,
and they were welcomed into the city.




