THE MESOPOTAMIAN WORLD

THE PERSIAN EMPIRE

The Medes and the Persians were tribes

who spoke Indo-European languages and
moved to the Middle East around 2000BC,

settling in present-day Iran. At first, the Medes
were more powerful, but around 550BC the
Persian King Cyrus II defeated
the Medes and took control.

THE GREATEST EMPIRE

During the next 60 years, Cyrus
II and his successors conquered
the greatest empire the Middle
East had ever seen. The Persian
empire stretched 4,200km
(2.600m), from Egypt in the , —
west to Bactria in the east, and = ; RUNNING THE EMPIRE

even north into Europe.
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